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NAVIGATING YOUR 

What A Lawyer Can Do For You 

In an instant, due to the carelessness of someone else,
your life is changed.  You're scared of the future. Will
you be able to go back to work? Will you be able to take
care of your family? Will I be able to do the things I love
to do? Am I going to be in pain the rest of my life? A
good personal injury lawyer can help you answer those
questions, and help you put your life back together! 

WHAT TO DO:

Seek Medical Treatment right
away! 
Get Pictures 
File a Report 

It is very important to first
concern yourself with getting
proper medical treatment for
your injuries. So, seek treatment
right away. If you are injured in a
crash or in a fall, get photos of the
damage to your car or the scene
of the injury. Also, report the
crash to the police, and, if you fall
at a business, report what
happened to the business. That
way they are obligated to
preserve important documents.  



There are three elements to

a good personal injury

lawsuit: injury, liability, and a

defendant from whom you

can recover (the "deep

pocket"). Let's break down

those three elements.

I: Injury

We all have seen those TV

ads where easy-on-the-eyes

twentysomethings tell us

how their lawyer got them

millions of dollars. The reality

is very different. The more

serious the injury, the more

money you are likely to be

able to obtain via settlement

or after a trial. A permanent

injury requiring future

medical care and preventing

you from  

What Makes a Good
Personal Injury
Lawsuit? 
By Jeff Marion

The judge in the case said, in

deciding the punitive damages

award: "The cold, hard record

does not reflect McDonald's

callousness" towards its

customers.  

According to court records,

McDonald's knew of

hundreds of severe scalding

incidents, including several

involving small children, but

continued to serve their

coffee in the same way.  

A Sidebar on Hot Coffee
Why the famous McDonald's case led to a large verdict 

award is reduced by the

percentage you are at fault,

which means you can still

recover. 

III: "The Deep Pocket"

The Defendant in your suit

needs to have sufficient assets

or insurance limits to cover the

amount of the award. You do

not want to sue a party who

has no assets or insurance

coverage.  

performing any type of work

is generally going to lead to a

larger recovery than one in

which you recover fully. 

II: Liability

In order to recover, another

party must be at fault for

your injury. While your

actions may have played a

role, in most states your  



While you cannot control

how everyone uses social

media, I want to give you a

few guidelines for your own

use.              

     Please be aware that

anything you post on any

social media website is

potentially discoverable by

the Defendant. As such, I

recommend that you do not

use social media to

communicate anything

related to your injuries. This

includes Facebook,

Instagram, Twitter.

WhatsApp, Snapchat, Tik

Tok, and any other sites you

use for social media.          

BEWARE OF SOCIAL
MEDIA! 

By Jeff Marion

When you hire me, I will be

overseeing your case from

start to finish. I'll be on the

other end of the phone when

you need me, and I will be

typing the responses to your e-

mails.   Call me at (716)-481-

7309 for a free consultation. 

I've been fighting for people

who have been injured or

disabled in car crashes, truck

crashes, falls, or by unsafe

products for over 25 years. I

own a small firm that is  not

afraid to take on big

businesses and insurance

companies. 

Who am I?
Why you should hire my office to help you

Please remember the

following advice as you

participate in online activity:

anything you put on the

internet may have to be

provided to the Defendant in

your case. Additionally, I

recommend that you adjust

the privacy settings to these

accounts to a “private” setting

If your case ends up being

sued, the court may end up

issuing an Order related to

preservation of social media

accounts. Therefore, out of

an abundance of caution, if

you have previously sent

any message through social

media services related to

your injuries or treatment,

you need to keep those

messages. Please do not
destroy any information.              



Now that you've contacted a

lawyer and set up an

appointment, what happens

next?              

    You should bring with you

to the meeting every

document you have. If you

were in a crash, bring a copy

of the police report if you

have it, as well as anything

that the police gave you at

the scene. If you fell and filed

an incident report with the

landowner, get a copy of that,

and bring it with you. 

     If you took photos of the

scene or the damage to your

car, or of your injuries, bring

those as well. 

      Also, bring a list of all

doctors, hospitals, or other

providers who have treated

your injury. If your insurance

carrier has sent you letters

for your no-fault claim, bring

those.           

YOUR FIRST MEETING

If you have been diagnosed

with breast, stomach,

esophageal, bladder, prostate,

colorectal, lung, or kidney

cancer, and have taken Zantac

for at least 1 year, you may

have a case.   Call me at

(716)-481-7309 for a free

consultation. 

Zantac, and its generic

equivalent, Ranitidine,

contain NDMA, a known

carcinogen found in rocket

fuel.  There is one other use:

Scientists inject NDMA into

lab animals to give them

cancer, so that they can

study it!! 

Zantac: A Dangeorus Drug? 
Now accepting referrals for Zantac cases.

bring the estimates for repair.

If you have missed work, have

pay stubs available.  

       Also, don't be afraid to be

honest with your lawyer about

what happened, and any

potential negatives. It is better

to address those problems up

front, than have your lawyer

be surprised somewhere down

the line. 

       Having all of this

information will make it easy

for your lawyer to analyze the

case for you.  

Also, bring any letters from

any insurance carrier that

you receive.

       If you have the names

and addresses of witnesses

to what happened to you,

write them down and give

that list to your lawyer. He

or she will want to contact

those witnesses personally,

or through an investigator.

If your car or other property

incurred damage, 

 

 



    The short answer: nothing! 

      Personal injury lawyers

understand that you do not

have the money to prosecute

a serious injury claim. My

office does not request any

money up front. Think of

your lawyer as a venture

capitalist: he or she invests

time and money in

investigating and building

your case, hiring experts if

needed, and getting

narrative reports from your

doctors. The return on the

investment is to receive a fee

from settling your case or

getting a verdict in your

favor after trial. 

       In New York State,

lawyers charge 1/3 of any

amount they recover after

deducting expenses known

as "disbursements." Other

states are different.             

HOW MUCH DOES IT
COST? 

The problem is, that these

companies are not limited, as 

 banks are, in the interest they

can charge, and you could be

paying tens  of thousands of

dollars on a loan for a few

thousand dollars. Consult with

your lawyer before you agree

to take out one of these loans . 

Many clients who suffer

injuries have a hard time

paying bills. There are

companies who will loan

plaintiffs money that they

can pay back from their

settlement funds. If the

plaintiff gets no money, he or

she does not have to pay

back the loan. 

BEWARE OF PLAINTIFFS' FUNDING  
 If it sounds too good to be true...

Your final recovery may be

reduced by liens. If you were

injured while at work (e.g.

driving to a meeting) you may

have to pay back your

Workers' Compensation

carrier. If you get insurance

through Medicare or

Medicaid, they have a lien

against your recovery as well.

Your lawyer will explain and

itemize these amounts at the

time your case resolves. If you

have questions, contact your

lawyer and ask about a lien.    

"Disbursements" are the

costs your lawyer incurs in

building the case. Some

examples are: filing fees,

copies of records, hiring

experts, obtaining

transcripts of witness

testimony, paying your

doctors' fees to testify at

trial, and office expenses. In

New York, these fees are

deducted from the gross

amount of your recovery.  

 

 



    The Defendant or

Defendants in the case (the

people or companies that

caused your injury) will serve

an Answer on your lawyer.

They have 20 days to answer

the Summons and Complaint

filed on your behalf. 

     The Defendants usually

ask for an extension of time

to answer the Complaint.

Your attorney will usually

grant them the extension.

This is a normal courtesy, and

you should not be concerned

that it will harm your case.

      The Defendants will also

include their "discovery"

demands with the Answer

when they send it to your

lawyer.   This will include a

demand for Authorizations

to get your medical records,

and for a Bill of Particulars    

WHAT HAPPENS
AFTER I SUE? 

It is likely this doctor will be

used to testify against you.

Your lawyer will meet with you

ahead of time so you know

what to expect, and will attend

the appointment with you,

writing down everything that

doctor says and does, and how

long the examination takes.  

The Defendants are allowed

to require you to attend an

"Independent" Medical

Exam. This is an examination

by a doctor hired by the

Defendants or their insurers

to examine you and report as

to whether the incident

caused your injuries. This is a

common practice.

THE "INDEPENDENT" MEDICAL EXAM
 Anything but "Independent" 

which is a sworn document

that specifically explains to

the Defendants what your

claims are, and the nature of

your injuries. There will also

be demands for information

about your insurance, such

as No-Fault or Medicaid,

and to take your deposition.

You'll also be asked to

provide any photos of the

incident, and receipts for

out-of-pocket expenses.   

 

 



    As we discussed earlier, the

attorney for the defendant or

defendants are going to take

your deposition. This is an

examination under oath

before a court reporter. The

defense lawyer will ask you

questions about how you

came to be injured, what

your injuries are, and how

they affect your life. 

      Your deposition is an

important part of your case.

The court reporter will

provide the lawyers on all

sides with a transcript of

your testimony. If you testify

at a trial, this transcript can

be used to show that your

tesimony is not consistent.

This is called "impeachment."

Therefore it is vitally

important that you tell the

truth in the deposition.          

THE DEPOSITION... 

DEPOSITION HINTS AND TIPS  
 What to do and what to watch for... 

This office will help you get

ready for your testimony with

extensive preparation. We will

do some mock depositions and

videotape you to see how you

answer questions, and give

you some techniques to help

you best explain what

happened to you and how it

affects your life, your family,

and your job.We

will do this well ahead of time,

and over several appointments

so you will put you best foot

forward. 

 

While you cannot win your

case in the deposition, you

certainly can lose it. While

that sound like a lot of

pressure, a good lawyer can

have you ready to testify

with good preparation. If

you remember the "Five

P's:" (Proper Preparation

Prevents Poor

Performance) you will haven

nothing to fear on the day of

your deposition.     

 

 

Instead of making eye contact with the lawyer deposing you,
look at his tie if it's a male attorney, or look at her neck if a
female attorney
If you didn't hear a question or don't understand a question,
let the lawyer know.
Watch out for a question designed to trip you up like: 

"Did you take any vacations after the accident?" 
"Where were you looking when you fell?" 

Tell your story, truthfully, as best you know how



    When you are injured in a

crash, in a fall, or by an

unsafe product, you should

seek medical treatment

immediately. Follow all of

your doctor's

recommendations. Attend all

of your physical therapy

sessions, if needed. 

      Your lawyer will have you

sign authorizations to obtain

your records. These will, in

New York State, cost you

75¢ a page. But, you can get

those records for much

cheaper using the HITECH

Rules. HITECH rules allow

you to get an electronic copy

of your medical records for a

maximum cost of $6.50. The

reflects the cost of the

medium the records are

copied to, like a CD-ROM,

and the postage to mail it to

you.         

We also do not recommend

doctors to our clients because

they will provide favorable

reports to you. We have

longstanding personal

relationships with many

doctors, and can give you that

information, but we do not

think it is ethical, or helpful, to

tell you which doctor to see.

     Bottom line: seek medical

treatment that will help you

heal and get you back to where

you were before thie injury

happened.  

 

When making medical

decisions, do not factor in

whether or not they will

increase the value of your

case. Don't get surgery

because you think it will

increase the value of your

case. Get the surgery

because your doctor

recommends it, and it will

help you get your life back

to some semblance of

normal.  

 

 

MY MEDICAL
TREATMENT.... 

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
Check out my YouTube Channel for videos explaining

Personal Injury Law!
New videos every Sunday!

Click here to watch and subscribe  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvlVyINC6c2w0GJ1uFWK6LQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvlVyINC6c2w0GJ1uFWK6LQ


    You have a number of

choices when you hire a

lawyer. Turn on your

television or radio, and you

are bombarded with ad after

ad touting the services of

various law firms in your

area. The landscape is dotted

with billboards advertising

personal injury attorneys. 

     The fact that an attorney

advertises does not mean 

that that particular

attorneyis going to do a bad

job-far

from it!  There are many fine

lawyers at these firms, and 

your case will be taken care

of.

    But, that advertising has a

focus on one thing: money.

My office isn't about the 

money. It's about the fight; it

is about making sure that we

keep you and your family 

safe.     

I will sit down with you for free
and go over your case with
you. You can reach me:

phone/text: (716)-481-7309

e-mail:
hibsgaffer@jeffmarionlaw.com

social media:
www.facebook.com/jeffmarionlaw

twitter: @jeffmarionlaw

instagram: @jeffmarionlaw

 
 

Our office is making sure

that you and your family

stay healthy. The money is

secondary to helping you

put your life back together.                  

I am available by telephone,

e-mail, text, and instant

message whenever you have

a question or concern. We

will fight for you to make

sure that you have what you

need to heal physically and

mentally.  

 

 

WHAT NEXT? 

6024 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

hibsgaffer@jeffmarionlaw.com

This brochure and its contents may be considered attorney advertising under the rules of certain jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
The information and materials offered in this brochure are for general informational purposes only. They do not constitute -and should not be considered to be- legal
advice, and are presented without any representation or warranty whatsoever, including as to the accuracy or completeness of the information. No one should, or is

entitled to, rely in any manner on any of the information at this site. Parties seeking advice should consult with legal counsel familiar with their particular
circumstances.

 


